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and determine in which directions German dynamism may turn, to
see if we may still hold that it is aimed only at the east, and to draw
certain practical conclusions for our guidance.

A direct challenge to world opinion by the treachery, the cynicism,
and the brutality it shows, the "coup" by which Germany has just
wiped Czechoslovakia off the map cannot simply be dismissed as
a break in the general political line- taken by Germany since last
autumn, nor even as a deviation from this line. On the very morrow
of the Munich Agreement, it was clear that beyond the Rhine this
Agreement was taken to imply a free hand for Germany in Central
and Eastern Europe, and, as a corollary relative renunciation of their
interests in these regions by the Western Powers. Germany had
understood, or pretended to have understood, that at Munich France
and England had wished above all to prevent recourse to force, but
that for the rest they were resigned to Germany's will prevailing in
countries in which neither Paris nor London could effectively intervene.
The Munich Agreement, completed by the Anglo-German and
Franco-German declarations, meant in Germany's eyes the right for
the Reich to organize Central and South-Eastern Europe as she
wished, with the tacit approval or at least the complaisance of the
great Western Powers. For months this version found daily expres-
sion in the great German newspapers, officially inspired, as the reports
from the Embassy have often shown. I myself have more than once
noted the same state of mind in Herr von Ribbentrop and Herr
von Weizsacker, both of whom have expressed a certain astonishment
whenever I have drawn their attention to the fact that France, as a
great European Power, intends to be consulted in all that pertains
to Europe, and that on this point there must be no mistake or mis-
understanding. And yet, this misunderstanding did in fact exist. The
Nazi leaders did not fail to stress on every occasion that, as the
Fiihrer said in his speech of January 30, "Central Europe was a
region where the Western Powers had no concern."

In this respect, the German seizure of Bohemia and Moravia, with
.he subsequent inclusion of Slovakia within the German orbit, is in
ine with the policy of eastern expansion of which Germany has not
3nly made no secret since last autumn but which she has openly
Droclaimed.

During the last six months, the tendencies of German foreign
policy may be summed up as follows: a purely defensive attitude
i the west and the orientation towards the east of Nazi aims and
.mbitions. The German attempt to occupy the whole of Slovakia
.nd even Sub-Carpathian Russia shows even more clearly than the
nnexation of Bohemia and Moravia in which direction lie German
loughts, and the German thrust.

Though we have no reason whatever to be surprised at this new

ivance of German influence in the East, on the other hand we have

>-ery right to condemn the unspeakable methods used by the Reich

) achieve it.   It is these methods which, properly speaking, constitute

e break in the policy of appeasement begun at Munich, and which

und expression in the declarations of September 30 and December 6.